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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

The Fallen Fire Fighter and Medal of Honor Ceremonies were held 

in Springfield on September 10th and I want to personally thank 

the OSFM’s Greg Hay and Robin Sudduth for once again putting 

on an amazing event. Thank You to Governor JB Pritzker 

attending and for your words of encouragement and support for 

our brothers and sisters in the fire service. Firefighter Jacob 

“Jake” Ringering of the Godfrey Fire Protection District, 

Firefighter Kody Vanfossan of the Christopher Fire Department, 

Firefighter Mario Araujo of the Chicago Fire Department, 

Firefighter/Paramedic Dylan Cunningham of the South Holland 

Fire Department, Firefighter/Paramedic Robert Reisinger of the 

River Grove Fire Department, Firefighter Edward Singleton of the 

Chicago Fire Department and Paramedic Robert Truevillian of the Chicago Fire Department 

were honored for their heroic sacrifice as their families were presented with the Duty Death 

Gold Badge. These men made the ultimate sacrifice, but their families will help keep their 

memories and legacy alive. We recognized the heroic efforts and accomplishments of many 

members of the Illinois Fire Service by presenting the Medal of Valor and Unit Citations. Thank 

You, to all the members of the Illinois Fire Service who have dedicated their lives to help 

protect and serve the communities they live in.  

Fire Prevention Week is coming up October 3rd-9th and I highly encourage all departments 

across the state to participate and reach out and make connections with members in your 

communities. This year’s theme, “Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety,” really stresses the 

importance of having working smoke and CO alarms in every home. I encourage all residents in 

Illinois to test your smoke and CO alarms monthly and check the expiration dates on all alarms. 

Make sure everyone in the home understands the sounds of the alarms and knows how to 

respond. To learn the sounds of your specific smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, check the 

manufacturer’s instructions that came in the box, or search the brand and model online. It’s 

plain and simple, working smoke and CO alarms save lives! By working together with 

community groups and residents, we can help reduce fire related fatalities on our communities 

Finally, the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal continues to work hard to provide funding 

and training opportunities to all departments through grants from our office. Our Small 

Equipment Grant Program is accepting applications now through October 22nd. I want to stress 

the importance of making sure you remain compliant with NFIRS reporting. Even if you only 

have a couple of calls each month, you still need to certify that information in the system. This 

is affecting numerous departments and districts eligibility to apply and receive grant funding. 

To check the status of your department or district, visit: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/NFIRSComplianceReport.pdf. 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/NFIRSComplianceReport.pdf
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Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from? Lombard IL 

Tell us about your family? I have a wife whose name is 

Tori. We have been married for 7 years and together for 

11 years. We have a 4-year-old son named Levi and a 17-

month-old daughter named Brooklyn. 

Favorite food(s)? German cuisine is always my kryptonite.  

Hobbies? Always have been a gamer. But I am getting more into cooking and 

woodwork. 

What’s your favorite movie or book? Terminator 2 is always a go too, with Interstellar 

being a close second. 

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? 90’s 

alternative mixed with some 90’s metal.  

What did you want to be when you were a kid? An Actor 

What’s your favorite part of the job? Getting to meet all walks of life.  

What’s something unique about you? I’m the tallest person I know. Standing 6’ 8” 

Where is your favorite place to vacation? Maui, Hawaii   

Where is your bucket list destination? England and Vatican City   
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Fallen Firefighter Memorial 

 

  

The Fallen Firefighter Memorial was held on September 10th at the Firefighter Memorial on the State 

Capitol Grounds in Springfield.  

“Today we honor some of our state’s most heroic public servants – united as much by their courage to 

serve as their bond to their colleagues and communities. We all live in a safer world because our 

firefighters respond to our communities’ most daunting emergencies unwaveringly and unselfishly.  

Firefighters are compelled — out of an unwritten commitment to service without limits born out of 

both their innate sense of responsibility and compassion — to do all that they can for all who need it.”   

“Our fire departments did not flinch when called to the frontlines of the pandemic, serving their 

communities even in the face of a deadly virus. In doing so they sacrifice many of the everyday 

moments the rest of us sometimes take for granted: hours and holidays with family or enjoying time 

with neighbors and friends – all to keep our communities safe. And of course: they dive into duty 

knowing they risk the ultimate sacrifice.” 

Governor JB Pritzker 



Office of the State Fire Marshal  September 2021 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 5 

 

Fallen Firefighter Memorial 
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Medal of Honor Ceremony 

  
 “Today we finally get to 

honor our seven brothers and 

their families who made the 

ultimate sacrifice protecting 

the communities that they 

loved. It has been a difficult 

past year and a half, and I 

can’t thank the members of 

the Illinois Fire Service 

enough for their dedication, 

courage and honor as they 

continued serving their 

communities throughout the 

pandemic.” 

Illinois State Fire Marshal 

Matt Perez 
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Medal of Honor Ceremony- Gold Badge Families 
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Medal of Honor Ceremony- Gold Badge Families 
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Medal of Honor Ceremony- Medal of Valor 

  

The Medal of Valor is given by the State of Illinois to a 

firefighter for an act of heroism or bravery that clearly 

demonstrated courage and dedication in the face of 

danger while in the performance of duty 

Firefighter/EMT Darryl Jones 
Chicago Fire Department 

Firefighter/EMT Ryan Quinn 
Chicago Fire Department 

Chicago Fire Commissioner 
Annette Nance-Holt received the 

award for Quinn 

Firefighter Lance Lusk 
Canton Fire Department 
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Medal of Honor Ceremony- Award Recipients 

  Fourteen firefighters received the Firefighter 

Excellence Award for an act of service in the line of 

duty, demonstrating excellence and professionalism 

in service to their fellow Illinoisans.  Recipients 

include: 

Galesburg Fire Department 

• Firefighter Joseph Brignall 

• Firefighter Kyle Harms 

Gorham Volunteer Fire Department 

• Chief Ronald Guetersloh 

Lockport Township Fire Protection District 

• Firefighter/PM Josh Hertzmann 

• Firefighter/PM Zach Toepper 

• Lieutenant Philip Hutto 

• Firefighter/PM Jason Pawlowski 

• Firefighter/PM Joseph Schwinger 

• Firefighter/PM James Baumgartner 

• Firefighter/PM Nicholas Felber 

South Elgin/Countryside Fire Protection District 

• Captain Matt Starr 

• Lieutenant Richard Stumbaugh 

• Firefighter/PM Chris Elliott 

• Firefighter/PM Steven Diehl 

In addition, five units received the Firefighter 

Excellence "Unit Citation" Awards for an act of 

service in the line of duty, demonstrating 

excellence, teamwork, and professionalism in 

service to Illinois residents. Recipients include: 

Arthur Fire Department, Incident # 20-0301200 
• Firefighter Eric Gingerich    
• Firefighter Clint Herschberger   
• Firefighter Lamar Hostetler    
• Firefighter Elmer Miller  
 

Bolingbrook Fire Department, Incident # 20-03415 
• Lieutenant Sergio Calleros   
• Lieutenant David Proffitt   
• Firefighter/PM Mark Patrick  
 
Canton Fire Department, Incident # 20-0002218 
• Lieutenant Clark Evans   
• Firefighter Cody Cheatham   
• Firefighter Jake Leake    
 
Gorham Volunteer Fire Department, Incident # 20-
20004 
• 2nd Lieutenant Sam Baumgarte  
• 1st Lieutenant Phillip Bonneville   
• Firefighter Bryce Mueller   
• Firefighter Logan Roe    
 
South Elgin/Countryside Fire Protection District, 
Incident # 20-0002649 
Ambulance 22 
• Firefighter/PM Matt Dalbke 
• Firefighter/EMT Kevin Henryson 
Engine 21 
• Firefighter/PM Robert Rimgale  
Engine 22 
• Lieutenant Mitchell Krasowski  
• Firefighter/PM Neal Lippold   
• Firefighter/PM Brian Sloan   
Tower 21 
• Firefighter/PM Dustin Differding  
• Firefighter/PM Jon Pollock 
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State Fire Marshal Life Safety Award 

  

OSFM Chief of Operations Dale Simpson was awarded the 

Fire Prevention and Life Safety Award for OSFM 

Administration.  

OSFM Fire Prevention Inspector Dan Bauer was awarded 

the Fire Prevention and Life Safety Award for OSFM 

Operations.  

Lieutenant Edward Dunne, Evergreen Park Fire 

Department was awarded the Fire Prevention and Life 

Safety Award for Fire Department Personnel.  

The State Fire Marshal Life Safety 

Award is given in recognition of 

the extraordinary efforts 

performed by individuals in 

furtherance of fire prevention and 

life safety. 
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Campus Fire Safety Month 

 

  

September is Campus Fire Safety Month and 

Illinois is among numerous other states urging 

students to create and practice a fire escape 

plan. The goal of this month is to help prevent 

common campus fires and reduce fire hazards. 

According to the National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA) fires in student housing 

cause an average of one death, 32 injuries, and 

$15 million dollars in property damage each 

year. Three out of four of those fires begins in 

the kitchen. The likelihood for a fire is greatest 

on the weekends and on weekdays from 5-9 

PM.  Since January 2000, at least 175 people, 

including students, parents and children have 

died in college-related fires with 7 of those 

fatalities occurring here Illinois. 

The OSFM encourages schools, universities, 

colleges and local municipalities across Illinois 

to come together and provide educational fire 

safety outreach programs to all students 

throughout the entire school year, not just in 

September. For many students, this could be 

their first exposure to a fire safety lesson since 

they were in elementary school. Since this is the 

first-time many students have lived away from 

home, it’s more important than ever for 

students to understand how to create a fire 

safety escape plan and practice that plan. 

The OSFM partnered with Eastern Illinois 

University to raise awareness about Campus 

Fire Safety Month. EIU Executive Director of 

Housing and dining Mark Hudson talks about 

the steps that are taken to help keep students 

safe on campus: https://youtu.be/jfwD0S2l25U  

https://youtu.be/jfwD0S2l25U
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EIU Campus Fire Safety Media Event 

 

  

The OSFM, Eastern Illinois University and 

the Charleston Fire Department hosted a 

media conference highlighting Campus Fire 

Safety Month on September 9th. The event 

provided the media with an in depth look at 

how EIU works closely with the Charleston 

Fire Department to make sure students 

remain safe and fire prevention message is 

provided to those students.  

EIU was the first university in Illinois to 

comply with the 2012 Dormitory Sprinkler 

Act, which requires all dorms and Greek 

housing to have fire suppression systems 

installed.  

Left to Right: Mark Hudson EIU Ex. Director of Housing and Dining, Steve Bennett Charleston 

Fire Chief, Dr. Mark Glassman EIU President and Fire Marshal Matt Perez 
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Fire Marshal Perez Award 

  Fire Marshal Perez was presented with 

the President’s Award from the Great 

Lakes Division of the International Fire 

Chiefs Association. The award was 

presented for his outstanding service and 

dedication to the fire service during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic. Fire Marshal Perez 

worked with departments across the 

state to ensure they had enough 

manpower and kept a running sheet of 

COVID cases impacting departments 

staffing and manpower levels. 

Congratulations Fire Marshal Perez and 

thanks for your leadership during these 

difficult times.  
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NASFM Fire Prevention & Safety Symposium 

  

Fire Marshal Perez attended the 31st 

Annual National Association of State 

Fire Marshals Fire Prevention & Safety 

Symposium in Vermont. The 

Symposium presented essential 

educational opportunities for the 

Marshals as they adapt their response 

and recovery operations in the ever 

changing Covid-19 environment. 

Fire Marshal Perez was also sworn in 

for another term on the National 

Association of State Fire Marshal’s 

Board of Directors. Congratulations!  

Fire Marshal Perez was sworn in for another term on the National 

Association of State Fire Marshal’s Board of Directors 

Left to Right: Fire Marshal Perez, 

USFA Administrator Tonya Hoover 

and NASFM Executive Director Julius 

Halas 
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Illinois CRR Task Force 
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State of Illinois CRR Conference 
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OSFM DEI Working Group 

  OSFM DEI efforts continued throughout the month of September as we celebrated Hispanic 

Heritage Month (September 15 – October 15th), Rosh Hashanah – Jewish New Year 

(September 6 -8 – sundown to sundown), Native American Day (September 14), Yom Kippur – 

Holiest day of Jewish calendar (September 15 – 16 – sundown to sundown), and international 

Equal Pay Day (September 18). 

 The DEI Working Group (employee peer group) met on September 2, 2021. Meeting agenda 

items included updates relating to agency DEI marketing efforts and a thoughtful “A walk in 

their shoes” discussion regarding acceptance, access, and participation within the workplace 

from a Hispanic/Latino perspective. We also bid a fond farewell to our colleague Edwina 

Wohlgemuth as she transitions to retirement.  

The next OSFM Employee DEI Working Group meeting is scheduled for: October 7, 2021 at 

2:00 PM. Any OSFM staff member who desires to serve on the working group (or who would 

simply like to attend a meeting as a guest) should contact Deputy Director Armstead or HR 

Director Schrage. 

We published the fall 2021 edition of our DEI External Partner Outreach document in 

September. This document contains a treasure trove of DEI centric information and resources. 

Here is a link to it:  

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/OSFM%20DEI%20External%

20Outreach%20Packet%20Fall%202021%20Edition.pdf  

On September 20, 2021, Deputy Director Armstead participated in a meeting of the Illinois 

Fire Chiefs Association’s (IFCA) DEI committee where he serves as an IFCA Presidential 

Appointee. The committee discussion was productive and very insightful. 

Please reach out to us if you are one of our fire service partners and need assistance with 

starting your own DEI initiative.  

Diversity = Acceptance of all 
Equity = Access for all 
Inclusion = Meaningful participation by all 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/OSFM%20DEI%20External%20Outreach%20Packet%20Fall%202021%20Edition.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/OSFM%20DEI%20External%20Outreach%20Packet%20Fall%202021%20Edition.pdf
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IFSI Minute 
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IAAI Celebrates 50 Years 
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IAAI Celebrates 50 Years 
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YFSI Rockford Class 

  

A Youth Firesetter Intervention Class was held in Rockford on September 16th and 17th with 15 

students in attendance.  

The Youth Fire Setter Intervention Program is a statewide standardized program to provide 

prevention education/intervention and referrals, if warranted, for the children and families of 

Illinois to reduce the frequency and severity of fires set by youths. Partnering with the fire 

service, this program provides a coordinated referral center for the assessment and treatment 

of youth fire setters and their families, thereby slowing down the often-devastating results of 

fire setting. Prevention education can quell the youth fire problem but only when properly 

targeted, designed, and delivered. The behaviors causing the problem must be considered 

because what motivates their behavior is the surest clue to solving the youth fire setting 

problem. 

To learn more about this program or if you are a member of the Fire Service Community and 

would like to become a YFSI Interventionist visit: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Arson/YFSIP/Pages/default.aspx  

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Arson/YFSIP/Pages/default.aspx
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YFSI Springfield Class 
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WEIU Paw Report 

  

Arson Special Agent Shane Arndt and his 

canine partner Kit participated in WEIU-TV’s 

series called The Paw Report. SA Arndt 

highlights the relationship he has with his 

canine partner and how they work together to 

assist fire departments and other investigating 

organizations on fire scenes. They 

demonstrated how they train daily and the 

importance of having a canine available to 

assist. 

You can view the episode here: 

https://youtu.be/TtLn6LFInB4  

Currently, there are seven active canine teams 

across the state. These teams are on call 24-

hours a day and are ready to assist.  

To learn more about are Arson Division and 

Accelerant Detection Canines, visit: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divi

sions/Arson/Pages/default.aspx  

https://youtu.be/TtLn6LFInB4
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Arson/Pages/default.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/About/Divisions/Arson/Pages/default.aspx
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Fire Fighter Peer Support Class 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  September 2021 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 29 

 

Fire Fighter Peer Support Class 
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NIFIA Conference 
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NIFIA Conference 
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National Preparedness Month 

  

National Preparedness Month is an annual 

observance to remind all Americans how 

important it is for individuals, families and 

communities to be prepared for disasters 

and emergencies that can happen at any 

time. 

This year’s theme is Prepare to Protect and 

highlights how preparing for disaster is to 

protect everyone you love. 

Preparedness isn’t just a month-long 

campaign; you should continue to review 

your emergency plans and make any 

adjustments to those plans that keeps any 

your physical needs in mind. Hold drills 

twice a year to make sure everyone in your 

home understands and can execute those 

plans if an emergency were to arise.    

To learn more and ways to prepare your 

family for an emergency visit: 

https://www.ready.gov/ or 

https://ready.illinois.gov    

https://www.ready.gov/
https://ready.illinois.gov/
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Rail Safety Week 

  
Rail Safety Week was September 20-26. This 

annual week-long event concentrates public 

attention on the need for rail safety education and 

saves lives by educating and empowering the 

public to make safe decisions around tracks and 

trains. 

Tuesday, September 21 focused on the fifth annual 

observance of Operation Clear Track in the U.S. 

and Canada emphasizing the importance of 

obeying crossing safety and anti-trespass laws. 

No Photo, Video or Selfie is Worth the Risk, to 

warn professional and amateur photographers 

against putting themselves or others in danger by 

illegally taking photos, videos, or filming near 

tracks and trains. 

The goal of the entire campaign is: Together, we 

can #STOPTrackTragedies. 

More information is available by visiting: 

https://oli.org/about-us/public-awareness-

campaigns/rail-safety-week-sept-20-26  

https://oli.org/about-us/public-awareness-campaigns/rail-safety-week-sept-20-26
https://oli.org/about-us/public-awareness-campaigns/rail-safety-week-sept-20-26
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Harvest Safety 

  

Harvest season is in full swing across the state and the OSFM encourages all drives to slow 

down and give farmers extra space. These large machines are slow moving and have 

numerous blind spots when coming down the road. Be patient so you and our farmers can 

arrive safely to their destination.  
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

  

The OSFM Elevator Division’s Edwina Wohlgemuth is 

retiring after 32 years of service. Congratulations 

Edwina, we thank you for your service and hope you 

enjoy retirement!  

We just wanted to personally let you know how 

awesome it is to work with Cheryle Kaufman. 

Out of all of the many, many entities we have 

to FOIA for our projects, she hands-down is the 

fastest and most responsive to our requests. 

She is a genuine pleasure to work with and has 

been amazing in helping us get the info 

needed.  It is greatly appreciated by everyone 

over here.  

Thanks, 

Bill 
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Kids’ Corner 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


